Real Economics
19 16
GANDHI distinguished himself from all others not only in matters of
politics and social reforms but economics. His speech delivered on
December 22, 1916, in the Physics Lecture Theatre of the Muir
College, Allahabad, under the auspices of the Economics Society of
the College,, was a pointer to his future lead.
"When I accepted Mr, Kapil Deva Malaviya's invitation to speak
to you upon the subject of this evening, I was painfully conscious of
my limitations, You are an Economics Society. You have chosen
distinguished specialists for the subjects included in your syllabus for
this year and the next. I seem to be the only speaker ill-fitted for the
task set before him. Frankly and truly, I know little of economics,
as you naturally understand them. Only the other day, sitting
at an evening meal, a civilian friend deluged me with a series of
questions on my crankisms. As he proceeded in his cross-examination,
I being a willing victim, he found no difficulty in discovering my
gross ignorance of the matters. I appeared to him to be handling with
a cocksureness worthy only of a man who knows not that he knows
not. To his horror and even indignation, I suppose^ he found that I
had not even read books on economics by such well-known author-
ities as Mill, Marshall, Adam Smith, and a host of such other
authors. In despair, he ended by advising me to read these books
before experimenting in matters economic at the expense of trusting
friends. For there come to us moments in life when about some things
we need no proof from without. A little voice within us tells us, Tou
are on the right track, turn neither to your left nor right, but keep to
the straight and narrow way.' With such help we march forward,
slowly indeed, but surely and steadily. That is my position.
"It may be satisfactory enough for me, but it can in no way answer
the requirements of a society such as yours. Still it was no use my
struggling against Mr. Kapil Deva Malaviya. I know that he was /